Primary leiomyosarcoma of the maxilla with regional lymph node metastasis. Report of a case and review of the literature.
A rare case of oral leiomyosarcoma diagnosed with the aid of immunohistochemical and electron microscopic examinations together with a review of the literature are reported. The patient was a 70-year-old Japanese man. The primary tumor involved the maxillary gingiva and bone and metastasized to the cervical lymph nodes. On histologic examination the tumor showed invasive growth into the maxillary bone. It was composed of interlacing fascicles of spindle-shaped cells with eosinophilic cytoplasm and elongated, blunt-ended nuclei. The tumor formed extensive metastatic foci in the cervical lymph nodes. On immunohistochemical examination most of the tumor cells were positive for desmin, smooth muscle-specific actin, and myosin. The ultrastructural characteristics of the tumor cells were abundant microfilaments, pinocytotic vesicles, and basement membrane formation. The findings were indicative of a tumor demonstrating myogenic differentiation. A review of the literature during the past 50 years disclosed a total of 60 oral leiomyosarcomas, including our case.